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Cover photo:  Murad Abdulla receives the 
Sco sh Championship trophy from Alex 
McFarlane. 

Welcome!          August 2022 
It has been the busiest 
summer of chess that I 
can remember, with the 
Sco sh Championships, 
Glorney juniors, events to 
celebrate Edinburgh Chess 
Club’s 200th anniversary, 
as well as Sco sh Chess 
Tour, some Bri sh Cham-
pionship news and the 
Olympiad to report on! I 
do my best to cover as 
much of it as I can (with 
help from some friends!) 
but if I miss something it’s 
usually because I haven’t 

been sent 
any de-
tails: a 
report, a 
few 
games 
and some pics is all it 
takes to get your event in 
the magazine, and all 
Sco sh-centric chess hap-
penings are welcome, so 
don’t be shy! On that 
note, here’s hoping you 
are all enjoying the sum-
mer and the August mag 
with it! 

Andrew Burne  Editor 

Contents 

Sco sh Chess Magazine 

Page ??? 

Edinburgh Chess Club’s 200th An-
niversary celebra ons con nued 
apace (see last issue) with a friend-
ly match against visi ng Dutch side 
Schaakstad Apeldoorn. Who would 
take the winner’s salver? Check 
out our report with games and 
pics! 
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The Sco sh Championship trophy was 
up for grabs once again, with 14 hope-
fuls converging on Edinburgh Chess Club 
to ba le it out for top na onal honours. 
You can tell from the front cover who 
won, but how he did he do it? Games 
and pics tell the tale! 

The Joys of Senior Chess! IM David 
Levy takes a look at how the Seniors 
chess scene offered him a new lease 
of chess life. With trips to the Czech 
Republic and Italy under his belt, 
where next for the veteran master, 
storyteller, and wine connoisseur? 

IM Craig Pritche  delves into 
the past to recall a momen-
tous moment in his school’s 
chess history. Join Craig to find 
out who scooped the inaugu-
ral Allen Glen’s Championship 
for the Lord Todd of Trumping-
ton Trophy and how they did 
it! 
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s part of its bicen-
tenary celebra ons 
Edinburgh Chess 

Club hosted a Schaakstad 
Apeldoorn team from the 
Netherlands over the week-

end of July 15 to 17th, 2022. 
The visitors had a very strong 
10-man team, led by Team 
Captain IM Merijn van Del , 
which included 2x IMs and 2x 
FMs! 

 Vs Schaakstad Apeldoorn 
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We held a Blitz tournament on 
the Friday evening and then a 10-
board match between an Edin-
burgh Club team and the Apel-
doorn Schaakstad Club team on 
Saturday a ernoon, followed by 
dinner. 

Altogether there were 27 players 
in Friday’s Blitz (3 minutes plus 2 
seconds per move) with most 
players managing between 8 and 
11 games in the evening. 

The visitors were on fire with IM 
Merijn van Del  scoring 10/11 so 
he was declared the winner fol-
lowed closely in second place by 
IM Nico Zwirs with 8/9.  Highest 
scoring Edinburgh player was Wil-
lie Rutherford on 7.5/9. 

The 10 board match (G/90 + 30 
sec. inc.) was closely fought with 
the Edinburgh club eventually 
narrowly winning by the close 
margin of 5.5 to 4.5. 

The Apeldoorn Schaakstad team before the match 



 

 

7 

 

¯ 

(see diagram next column) 

Your editor taking a chance on an old 
but dubious favourite opening! 



 

 

8 



 

 

9 

(see diagram next column) 
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Above: The winning Edinburgh Chess Club team 

Below: Both teams together before the friendly match  
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Edinburgh Chess Club Captain Neil Berry (le ) and Event Or-
ganiser Henk Bulthuis (right) 
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The event was sponsored by 
Broadex Technologies, a high-
tech company with an engineer-
ing team and produc on facility in 
Livingston Scotland and head-
quartered in China. 

Edinburgh Napier University Con-
ference & Events provided  a 
sponsorship discount for the vis-
i ng team’s accommoda on. 
They also offer a variety 
of conference and events spaces.  
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2022 Sco sh Chess 
Championships 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year’s Sco sh Championship was a challenge for several rea-
sons, writes Chess Scotland’s Admin Director and Sco sh Champi-
onship Tournament Director for 2022,  Ian Brownlee. The Covid-19 
pandemic provided many obstacles and it looked at one stage it 
would be a challenge too far. 

First of all we didn’t have the funding to host a full Interna onal 
Open. Combined with the limited entries (more on that in a minute), 
we had to budget with limited prize money and severely reign in ex-
penses.  

Thankfully, thanks to Sponsorship from Ecosse Doors, Quality Chess 
and Sco sh Crane and Engineering, we managed to put together a 
small budget to cover the prize money, venue and expenses. 
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Then we had venues issues. The 
original venue was booked last 
year but they cancelled on us in 
January this year. Therefore, we 
had to source another venue at 
short no ce. Fortunately, we at 
Chess Scotland were already in 
discussion about their 200th birth-
day celebra ons so a er more 
discussions we booked Edinburgh 
Chess Club for a nominal fee. 

Next challenge was the size of the 
venue, which is limited in size. We 
had to limit the number of en-
trants to 16, and we started the 
ball rolling by invi ng our strong-
est players, most of whom took 
up the offer. We soon got our 16 
entrants. 

Finally, Covid-19 placed more re-
straints on the venue, such as dis-
tance between tables, and we al-
so had to curtail visitors to the 
event both for Covid-19 reasons 
and also not to disturb the players 
during the playing session. One or 
two Chess Scotland members got 
a bit upset about this but it could 
not be helped. Safety for the en-

trants had to be of paramount 
importance and there were both 
local and na onal outbreaks of 
Covid immediately before and 
during the event. One of the en-
trants caught Covid just before 
the event and it was a scramble to 
replace him, which we did. 

Anyway, despite these challenges, 
we did manage to stage the 
event, and I believe it was suc-
cessful. We are hoping to return 
next year to Glasgow (or some-
where similar) with a much bigger 
event, assuming Covid doesn’t 
figure again to thwart us. 

I would like to conclude by thank-
ing those who made it possible to 
facilitate this event as again it was 
a team effort. First of all the spon-
sors Quality Chess, Ecosse Doors, 
and Sco sh Crane and Engineer-
ing for their generous support. 
Then there’s the Chess Scotland 
officials David Congalton, Jim 
Webster and Douglas Bryson who 
all put in many hours of support 
and made it a genuine team 
effort, thanks guys.  
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Finally, I would like to express my 
thanks and gra tude to Edinburgh 
Chess Club for generously provid-
ing their venue and resources for 
a very nominal fee.  

 

Interna onal Arbiter Alex McFar-
lane adds his own brief summary 

 

This year’s event had a different 
format from the pre-covid days 
when the ‘Sco sh’ was included 
in an Interna onal Open.  This 
year it was a 16 player 9 round 
event held at Edinburgh Chess 
Club.  There was a fear that the 
later rounds could be a bit of a 
non-event with the winner almost 
certain if a normal Swiss pairing 
system was used.  For this reason, 
permission was sought from the 
Qualifica ons Commission of FIDE 
to vary from the normal pairing 
system to try to ensure that the 
top players would meet as late as 
possible. 

Covid caused some last minute 
changes in the list of par cipants 
and a few worrying moments for 
the organisers.  When the event 

started there were 5 IMs and 5 
FMs in the star ng line up. Alt-
hough not the strongest possible 
it was clearly going to be a close 
contest. 

The top seed was Angus Dunning-
ton who had recently changed 
from ENG to SCO.  He has been 
resident in the Borders for a con-
siderable number of years and is a 
regular par cipant.  Unfortunate-
ly, Neil Farrell had not fully recov-
ered from his previous tourna-
ment and was forced to with-
draw. 

As the tournament progressed it 
became obvious that seeding 
meant li le.  Indeed by as early as 
the end of round 2 there was no 
player on 100%. 

Murad Abdulla took the lone lead 
a er round 5 and held on to this 
despite Keith Ruxton winning in 
the last round to finish on the 
same score.  The ebreak was 
tournament performance which 
saw Murad win the tle for a third 

me. 

Your editor, FM Andy Burne  
shares some of the highlights 
(and lowlights!) of what was a 
very well-contested event.


